
 

Library Program Office 
Office of Information 

Veterans Health Administration 

 
 
 

PATIENT SAFETY 
January/February 2006 

 
 
1: Am J Ophthalmol. 2006 Jan;141(1 Suppl):S15-21.  
Cost-effectiveness of monotherapy treatment of glaucoma and ocular hypertension 
with the lipid class of medications. 
Noecker RJ, Walt JG. 
Department of Ophthalmology, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15213, USA. noeckerrj@upmc.edu 
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2: Anesth Analg. 2006 Jan;102(1):172-4.  
Fires in the operating room and intensive care unit: awareness is the key to 
prevention. 
 
Prasad R, Quezado Z, St Andre A, O'Grady NP. 
Critical Care Medicine Department, National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, 
Ma 
Recent recommendations from the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) to use 
alcohol-based substances for hand hygiene and skin antisepsis could introduce 
new fire hazards in the operating room (OR). This potential for an increase in 
the number of fires in the hospital setting with wide spread use of 
alcohol-based agents warrants heightened awareness of the risks and 
implementation of safety measures when using these agents. Here, we report a 
patient who, during a tracheostomy, sustained severe burns resulting from a fire 
in the OR. In this case, the use of an alcohol-based antiseptic was the major 
contributing factor to the surgical fire. 
 
Publication Types: 
    Case Reports 
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3: Ann Surg. 2006 Jan;243(1):131-6.  
Awake nonresectional lung volume reduction surgery. 
Mineo TC, Pompeo E, Mineo D, Tacconi F, Marino M, Sabato AF. 
Division of Thoracic Surgery, Multidisciplinary Pulmonary Program, Tor Vergata 
School of Medicine, Policlinico Tor Vergata, Rome, Italy. 
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4: Ann Surg. 2006 Jan;243(1):126-30.  
Fatal and nonfatal hemorrhagic complications of living kidney donation. 
Friedman AL, Peters TG, Jones KW, Boulware LE, Ratner LE. 
Department of Surgery, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, CT 06520, 
USA. amy.friedman@yale.edu 
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5: Ann Intern Med. 2006 Jan 17;144(2):107-15.  
Problem doctors: is there a system-level solution? 
Leape LL, Fromson JA. 
Harvard School of Public Health and Harvard Medical School, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02215, USA. leape@hsph.harvard.edu 
Physician performance failures are not rare and pose substantial threats to 
patient welfare and safety. Few hospitals respond to such failures promptly or 
effectively. Failure to ensure the quality and safety of the performance of 
colleagues is a breach of medicine's fiduciary responsibility to the public. A 
major reason for this deficiency is the hospitals' lack of formal systems to 
monitor physician performance and to identify and correct shortcomings. To 
develop and implement these systems, hospitals need better performance measures 
and substantial expansion of external programs for assessment and remediation. 
This is a task well beyond the capacities of individual hospitals; a national 
effort is required. The authors call on the Federation of State Medical Boards, 
the American Board of Medical Specialties, and the Joint Commission on 
Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (organizations that already bear a 
fiduciary responsibility for ensuring safe, competent care) to collaborate on 
developing better methods for measuring performance and to expand programs for 
helping practitioners who are deficient. 
 
PMID: 16418410 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
6: Ann Surg. 2006 Jan;243(1):10-4.  
 
Comment in: 
    Ann Surg. 2006 Jan;243(1):15-6. 
 
Increasing operating room efficiency through parallel processing. 
 
Friedman DM, Sokal SM, Chang Y, Berger DL. 
 
Department of Surgery and the Center for Clinical Effectiveness in Surgery, 
Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA 02114, USA. 
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6: Arch Intern Med. 2006 Jan 9;166(1):49-56.  
Comment in: 
    Arch Intern Med. 2006 Jan 9;166(1):9-12. 
A double-blind placebo-controlled study of emtricitabine in chronic hepatitis B. 
Lim SG, Ng TM, Kung N, Krastev Z, Volfova M, Husa P, Lee SS, Chan S, Shiffman 
ML, Washington MK, Rigney A, Anderson J, Mondou E, Snow A, Sorbel J, Guan R, 
Rousseau F; Emtricitabine FTCB-301 Study Group. 
National University Hospital, Singapore. 
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7: Arch Surg. 2006 Jan;141(1):57-61.  
Laparoscopic ventral hernia repair in obese patients: a new standard of care. 
Novitsky YW, Cobb WS, Kercher KW, Matthews BD, Sing RF, Heniford BT. 
 
Carolinas Laparoscopic and Advanced Surgery Program, Department of General 
Surgery, Carolinas Medical Center, PO Box 32861, Charlotte, NC 28232, USA. 
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8: BMC Med Inform Decis Mak. 2006 Jan 5;6:1.  
Assessing the level of healthcare information technology adoption in the United 
States: a snapshot. 
Poon EG, Jha AK, Christino M, Honour MM, Fernandopulle R, Middleton B, Newhouse 
J, Leape L, Bates DW, Blumenthal D, Kaushal R. 
Division of General Medicine and Primary Care, Brigham and Women's Hospital, 
Boston, MA, USA. epoon@partners.org 
BACKGROUND: Comprehensive knowledge about the level of healthcare information 
technology (HIT) adoption in the United States remains limited. We therefore 
performed a baseline assessment to address this knowledge gap. METHODS: We 
segmented HIT into eight major stakeholder groups and identified major 
functionalities that should ideally exist for each, focusing on applications 
most likely to improve patient safety, quality of care and organizational 
efficiency. We then conducted a multi-site qualitative study in Boston and 
Denver by interviewing key informants from each stakeholder group. Interview 
transcripts were analyzed to assess the level of adoption and to document the 
major barriers to further adoption. Findings for Boston and Denver were then 
presented to an expert panel, which was then asked to estimate the national 
level of adoption using the modified Delphi approach. We measured adoption level 
in Boston and Denver was graded on Rogers' technology adoption curve by 
co-investigators. National estimates from our expert panel were expressed as 
percentages. RESULTS: Adoption of functionalities with financial benefits far 
exceeds adoption of those with safety and quality benefits. Despite growing 
interest to adopt HIT to improve safety and quality, adoption remains limited, 
especially in the area of ambulatory electronic health records and 
physician-patient communication. Organizations, particularly physicians' 
practices, face enormous financial challenges in adopting HIT, and concerns 
remain about its impact on productivity. CONCLUSION: Adoption of HIT is limited 
and will likely remain slow unless significant financial resources are made 
available. Policy changes, such as financial incentivesto clinicians to use HIT 
or pay-for-performance reimbursement, may help health care providers defray 
upfront investment costs and initial productivity loss. 
 
PMID: 16396679 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
9: BMC Med Inform Decis Mak. 2005 Dec 19;5:38.  
Design and implementation of GRIP: a computerized glucose control system at a 
surgical intensive care unit. 
Vogelzang M, Zijlstra F, Nijsten MW. 
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Department of Surgery, Medical Center Groningen, University of Groningen, 
Groningen, The Netherlands. m.vogelzang@thorax.umcg.nl 
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10: BMC Public Health. 2005 Dec 19;5:136.  
Safer injections following a new national medicine policy in the public sector, 
Burkina Faso 1995-2000. 
Logez S, Hutin Y, Somda P, Thuault J, Holloway K. 
Department of Medicines Policy and Standards, World Health Organization 
Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. logezs@who.int 
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11: Br J Ophthalmol. 2006 Jan;90(1):20-3.  
Five year follow up of laser in situ keratomileusis for all levels of myopia. 
O'Doherty M, O'Keeffe M, Kelleher C. 
National University of Ireland, Mater Private Hospital, Dublin 7, Republic of 
Ireland. 
AIMS: To assess the long term refractive and visual outcome of patients who have 
laser in situ keratomileusis (LASIK) surgery.  
    Evaluation Studies 
 
PMID: 16361660 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
12: Clin Cancer Res. 2005 Dec 15;11(24 Pt 1):8680-5.  
Phase I/II study of 19-nor-1alpha-25-dihydroxyvitamin D2 (paricalcitol) in advanced, 
androgen-insensitive prostate cancer. 
Schwartz GG, Hall MC, Stindt D, Patton S, Lovato J, Torti FM. 
Department of Cancer Biology, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, NC 27157, 
and Nortwest Georgia Oncology Centers, Douglasville, USA. 
 
PMID: 16361554 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
13: CMAJ. 2006 Jan 3;174(1):66; discussion 66-7.  
Drug safety in Canada: 2 steps forward, 1 step back. 
Orser BA, Dionee C, Hyland S. 
Publication Types: 
    Letter 
 
PMID: 16389245 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
14: Crit Care Med. 2006 Jan;34(1):57-64.  
Role of nonbronchoscopic lavage for investigating alveolar inflammation and 
permeability in acute respiratory distress syndrome. 
Perkins GD, Chatterjie S, McAuley DF, Gao F, Thickett DR. 
Intensive Care Unit, Birmingham Heartlands Hospital, Birmingham, UK. 
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    Randomized Controlled Trial 
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And lo, the minister's conception was more or less immaculate. 
Edwards N. 
 
PMID: 16400956 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
16: Hepatology. 2006 Jan;43(1):54-63.  
Limitation of combination therapy of interferon and ribavirin for older patients 
with chronic hepatitis C. 
Iwasaki Y, Ikeda H, Araki Y, Osawa T, Kita K, Ando M, Shimoe T, Takaguchi K, 
Hashimoto N, Kobatake T, Tomita M, Kawaguchi M, Kobashi H, Sakaguchi K, 
Shiratori Y. 
 
Department of Gastroenterology and Hepatology, Okayama University Graduate 
School of Medicine, Dentistry, and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama, Japan. 
yiwasaki@cc.okayama-u.ac.jp 
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17: Hosp Case Manag. 2006 Jan;14(1):suppl 1-2.  
Patient safety alert. Health care workers may imperil patients by snubbing 
influenza vaccinations. 
[No authors listed] 
 
PMID: 16374932 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE] 
 
18: Invest Ophthalmol Vis Sci. 2006 Jan;47(1):86-92.  
Inhibition of PKC beta by oral administration of ruboxistaurin is well tolerated 
and ameliorates diabetes-induced retinal hemodynamic abnormalities in patients. 
Aiello LP, Clermont A, Arora V, Davis MD, Sheetz MJ, Bursell SE. 
Beetham Eye Institute and Eye Research Section, Joslin Diabetes Center, Boston, 
Massachusetts 02215, USA. laiello@joslin.harvard.edu 
 
Publication Types: 
    Randomized Controlled Trial 
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19: A new issue of the ISMP Medication Safety Alert has been posted to PBM's 
website. The direct link to the PDF file is 
 http://vaww.pbm.va.gov/ismp/Feb-09-2006-Vol11-Is3.pdf. 
 
 


